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Russian Empire, raw materials such as flax, cotton, wool, and
metal were brought in, the local supplies of timber were used
as fuel, and the skilled craftsmen had greater scope for their
work, many of them eventually becoming industrial workers.
Thus agriculture developed, not to secure a surplus for
export or trade, but in order to meet the local requirements
by providing milk, meat, and vegetables, and to supply
industry with raw materials such as flax and potatoes. Grain
had to be imported from the Ukraine. To-day technical
advances in farming methods have almost removed this
necessity, much of the food consumed by the population (even
grain) being produced locally.
The most important agricultural regions arc indicated in
the succeeding paragraphs.
The Northern Flax and Dairy Cattle Region, Flax, a suitable
crop for the poor soils and cool damp climate, is combined
with grasses, sown in rotation, in order to restore the fertility
of the soil, upon which flax makes heavy demands, and to
provide fodder for dairy cattle z^cared for milk production
near the towns, and for butter in the north, where there is
no market for milk (e.g., in the Ivanovo Region). Flax1 and
grasses occupy about one-half of the sown area. Vegetables
and potatoes are widely grown, the latter on the sandy soils.
In the extreme north-east, however, owing to the extreme
climatic conditions, there is only a small amount of agriculture.
The Milk, Potato, and Vegetable Region. This includes the
lands around the central industrial region, and extends east-
ward towards Yaroslavl, Ivanovo, and Gorki. In the Rostov-
Yarovslavl. district potatoes occupy up to 40 per cent, of the
sown area. Elsewhere large quantities are grown on sandy
soils. In the Moscow Region a greater proportion of arable,
land is under potatoes than in any other part of the U.S.S.R.
Fodder crops (for dairy cattle) occupy about 16 per cent, of
the sown area, while a similar proportion is devoted to
market-garden crops.
1 The Kalinin Region alone produces more flax than the whole of
Western Europe, this crop occupying 16 per cent, and potatoes 10 per cent,
of the sown area of the region.